
News from St Marks  

As I sit at the computer today, I wonder when I will be able to share more positive news 

of being open and ready for worship! The truth is that everything takes a while, and 

we have only just been given the official go-ahead by those in authority to let the 

building work begin. I am now waiting to hear back from the builder! Meanwhile other 

bits of bureaucracy have had to be attended to. I then had to get special dispensation 

from the acting Bishop to remain closed for worship until 20th September or until the 

work is completed depending which comes first.  

Once the builder gives us a date – the work to repair the damage caused by years of 

damp will be our priority. When that is done we are hoping that we can muster a 

socially distanced painting gang to get to work.  

Apart from playing the waiting game, the mood at St Mark’s continues to remain 

positive especially as we have been lucky in that our people have stayed safe and 

well. I continue to contact them via email, post and through phone calls, supported by 

others but mainly the wonderful Sharon. And of course the prayer machine is in full 

flow. I have had been contacted to pray for people connected to the church as well as 

others who are part of the community. Back in March, I met a lovely lady on Ash 

Wednesday who had not been in a church for 23 years. Since I ‘ashed’ her we have 

kept in touch. She has contacted me to pray for a couple of her friends with terminal 

conditions, and then contacted me to pray for other people who have died. She also 

has asked me to do a Renewal of Wedding Vows for her and her husband and during 

our conversations around the arrangements; she mentioned that once the church was 

open she felt she would like to return to worship. I will not push it but I will not forget 

she said it! Watch this space. I sometimes wish I was a full time priest, as well as being 

at least 15 years younger, and then I could give so much more to this work. However, 

I have to remember this is God’s mission, and he is so much more than full time, plus 

he is also ageless, so all I have to do is keep alert for opportunities (to encourage 

people to see what the Christian life has to offer) and tag along!  

With Blessings Mother Cherry 

 

 


