
News from St Marks  

A month ago, lockdown eased and we waited to see what would happen next with baited 

breath. For churches, the news that they might open for private and individual prayer was 

greeted with a mixed response. Thanks to God that we were able to offer spiritual 

consolation in a physical sense, mingled with a sense of worry about how to carry on 

keeping people safe.  For St Mark’s the decision was perhaps more straightforward as we 

had just started the arrangements to get the work done on the building because the church 

and hall were empty of people. Having a small congregation who were mostly shielding had 

to be considered. Moreover, the fact is that we do not have the volunteer resources that St 

Clement’s was so fortunate to be able to call upon. This all made the decision to stay closed 

until the work is finally completed, quite easy, if not without feelings of guilt that we were 

somehow letting the side down! Whatever judgements were made we have to work with 

what we have [and have not] and having an empty building seemed a good time to get the 

damp sorted and the renovations complete! Although not physically open, we continue our 

journey with prayer and planning. I have been canvassing the community via various social 

platforms to find out what they thought would be a useful service to offer as an after school 

club and service on Wednesdays. The suggestions are thoughtful and interesting and I have 

had some offers of volunteers to help with that which is so encouraging. I have had three 

requests for renewals of wedding vows for later this year! In addition, I have some ideas for 

children in relation to learning the rosary and taking their own service every so often. All this 

is still in the praying over stage!  I been preparing and publishing a weekly podcast, which 

contains the bones of the Sunday service:  prayers, gospel reading, creed and reflection on a 

piece of art. If you are ever at a loose end, you can access it via the A Church Near Me 

website [see link below]. If you do it that way, you will not need to download the app. I ask 

that you continue to hold us in your prayers that we will re-open safely, with refreshed 

hearts and souls for the task ahead, to proclaim the good news of the kingdom to the 

community we serve.  

 

With Blessings Mother Cherry 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6605/ 
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