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Duccio di Buoninsegna, (1308-11) Appearance Behind Locked Doors [section of The Maesta], Museo 
dell'Opera del Duomo,  Siena    

It must have been a discombobulating time. All the pain and violence and betrayal and denial and tears 
of the last couple of days must have been draining for them all. And the fear. Without Him, what do 
they do next? Except hide, lick their wounds and wait for the authorities to turn on them next. And 
then on the morning of the third day, Mary Magdalene arrived and shared the astounding news that 
Jesus had risen from the dead! He had spoken to her. Now what? They were probably bewildered and 
still fearful that the next knock at the door might be the guards come to arrest them. As we can see 
in this painting, just a small section from the much bigger Maesta by Duccio, the door to the room is 
not only firmly shut but has a bar across it as well. It is just as well that Jesus appeared in the room 
without knocking! I am not sure their nerves would have taken that. No wonder Jesus has to repeat 
himself twice – with the words “peace be with you.” The first time to calm their shock and fear, then 
after he shows them his hands and feet, he has to calm their joy! He needs them to listen and be ready 
to receive the Holy Spirit that he was to breath into them. What an intimate moment to share. It 
reminds us of the moment at the beginning when God breathed life into Adam, the being created out 
of the dust. And it looks forward to the birth of the church on the day of Pentecost.  
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