
 

 

 
Gordon Parks, Segregated Drinking Fountain, Mobile, Alabama (1956)  

 

 “The kingdom of heaven is like…” 

In Sunday’s gospel reading, Jesus gives his listeners a series of simple illustrations of what 

the kingdom of heaven is like. In each of these images, one thing is immediately noticeable 

for me. For the kingdom of heaven to be present, it involves the actions of ordinary people 

going about their day-to-day business. Farming, cooking, fishing and even commerce! The 

kingdom of heaven is ushered in by small acts carried out by ordinary people. It reminds me 

of something Mother Teresa is quoted as saying, “We cannot do great things on this earth, 

only small things with great love.”  

From the moment, self-taught African American photographer, Gordon Parks, was able to buy 

his first camera, in 1937, he wielded it as a weapon against poverty and discrimination. By 

using his skill but also his passion, he was able to bring to the attention of a wider public the 

wrongness of segregation among other racially linked injustices. The photograph here was 

part of a series he produced for Life Magazine on the impact of the Jim Crow laws. The power 

of his work was in that he kept the subject matter purposefully ordinary: families going about 

their day-to-day routines. However, when we look closely we are confronted by the ways in 

which labels not only privilege some but also at the same time, restrict others for no good 

reason. I chose this image because it reminds me that for the kingdom of heaven to break 

through in our time, as members of Christ’s body, we already have the seeds, the yeast, the 

pearl and the treasure within our grasp. They are found in the command to love God and love 

our neighbour. To carry this out we need to be more aware of our own prejudices and ready 

to speak out, where injustice prevails. Amen  


